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term does not include the acquisition 
of control of a business unless followed 
by the direct acquisition of its assets. 
The terms ‘‘succeed’’ and ‘‘successor’’ 
have meanings correlative to the fore-
going. 

Totally held subsidiary. The term ‘‘to-
tally held subsidiary’’ means a sub-
sidiary (1) substantially all of whose 
outstanding securities are owned by its 
parent and/or the parent’s other totally 
held subsidiaries, and (2) which is not 
indebted to any person other than its 
parent and/or the parent’s other totally 
held subsidiaries in an amount which is 
material in relation to the particular 
subsidiary, excepting indebtedness in-
curred in the ordinary course of busi-
ness which is not overdue and which 
matures within one year from the date 
of its creation, whether evidenced by 
securities or not. 

Voting securities. The term ‘‘voting se-
curities’’ means securities the holders 
of which are presently entitled to vote 
for the election of directors. 

Wholly-owned subsidiary. The term 
‘‘wholly-owned subsidiary’’ means a 
subsidiary substantially all of whose 
outstanding voting securities are 
owned by its parent and/or the parent’s 
other wholly-owned subsidiaries. 

[13 FR 9321, Dec. 31, 1948, as amended at 19 
FR 6730, Oct. 30, 1954; 20 FR 8285, Nov. 4, 1955; 
30 FR 2022, Feb. 13, 1965; 47 FR 11464, Mar. 16, 
1982; 47 FR 29841, July 9, 1982; 47 FR 54780, 
Dec. 6, 1982; 48 FR 12350, Mar. 24, 1983; 50 FR 
25216, June 18, 1985; 57 FR 36494, Aug. 13, 1992; 
62 FR 26389, May 14, 1997]

§ 240.12b–3 Title of securities. 
Wherever the title of securities is re-

quired to be stated there shall be given 
such information as will indicate the 
type and general character of the secu-
rities, including the following: 

(a) In the case of shares, the par or 
stated value, if any; the rate of divi-
dends, if fixed, and whether cumulative 
or noncumulative; a brief indication of 
the preference, if any; and if convert-
ible, a statement to that effect. 

(b) In the case of funded debt, the 
rate of interest; the date of maturity, 
or if the issue matures serially, a brief 
indication of the serial maturities, 
such as ‘‘maturing serially from 1950 to 
1960’’; if the payment of principal or in-
terest is contingent, an appropriate in-

dication of such contingency; a brief 
indication of the priority of the issue; 
and if convertible, a statement to that 
effect. 

(c) In the case of any other kind of 
security, appropriate information of 
comparable character.

§ 240.12b–4 Supplemental information. 

The Commission or its staff may, 
where it is deemed appropriate, request 
supplemental information concerning 
the registrant, a registration state-
ment or a periodic or other report 
under the Act. This information shall 
not be required to be filed with or 
deemed part of the registration state-
ment or report. The information shall 
be returned to the registrant upon re-
quest, provided that: 

(a) Such request is made at the time 
such information is furnished to the 
staff; 

(b) The return of such information is 
consistent with the protection of inves-
tors; and 

(c) The return of such information is 
consistent with the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 
552). 

[47 FR 11465, Mar. 16, 1982]

§ 240.12b–5 Determination of affiliates 
of banks. 

In determining whether a person is 
an ‘‘affiliate’’ or ‘‘parent’’ of a bank or 
whether a bank is a ‘‘subsidiary’’ or 
‘‘majority-owner subsidiary’’ of a per-
son within the meaning of those terms 
as defined in § 240.12b–2, voting securi-
ties of the bank held by a corporation 
all of the stock of which is directly 
owned by the United States Govern-
ment shall not be taken into consider-
ation.

§ 240.12b–6 When securities are 
deemed to be registered. 

A class of securities with respect to 
which a registration statement has 
been filed pursuant to section 12 of the 
act shall be deemed to be registered for 
the purposes of sections 13, 14, 15(d) and 
16 of the act and the rules and regula-
tions thereunder only when such state-
ment has become effective as provided 
in section 12, and securities of said 
class shall not be subject to sections 13, 
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14 and 16 of the act until such state-
ment has become effective as provided 
in section 12. 

(Secs. 3, 14, 16, 48 Stat. 882, 895, 896, sec. 3(d), 
78 Stat. 568; 15 U.S.C. 78c, 78n, 78p, 78l) 

[30 FR 482, Jan. 14, 1965]

§ 240.12b–7 [Reserved]

FORMAL REQUIREMENTS

§ 240.12b–10 Requirements as to prop-
er form. 

Every statement or report shall be on 
the form prescribed therefor by the 
Commission, as in effect on the date of 
filing. Any statement or report shall be 
deemed to be filed on the proper form 
unless objection to the form is made by 
the Commission within thirty days 
after the date of filing. 

(Secs. 4, 16, 19, 24, 48 Stat. 77, 896, 85, as 
amended, 901; 15 U.S.C. 77d, 78p, 77s, 78x) 

[30 FR 2022, Feb. 13, 1965]

§ 240.12b–11 Number of copies; signa-
tures; binding. 

(a) Except as provided in a particular 
form, three complete copies of each 
statement or report, including exhibits 
and all other papers and documents 
filed as a part thereof, shall be filed 
with the Commission. At least one 
complete copy of each statement shall 
be filed with each exchange on which 
the securities covered thereby are to be 
registered. At least one complete copy 
of each report under section 13 of the 
Act shall be filed with each exchange 
on which the registrant has securities 
registered. 

(b) At least one copy of each state-
ment or report filed with the Commis-
sion and one copy thereof filed with 
each exchange shall be signed in the 
manner prescribed by the appropriate 
form. 

(c) Each copy of a statement or re-
port filed with the Commission or with 
an exchange shall be bound in one or 
more parts. Copies filed with the Com-
mission shall be bound without stiff 
covers. The statement or report shall 
be bound on the left side in such a 
manner as to leave the reading matter 
legible. 

(d) Signatures. Where the Act or the 
rules, forms, reports or schedules 

thereunder, including paragraph (b) of 
this section, require a document filed 
with or furnished to the Commission to 
be signed, such document shall be 
manually signed, or signed using either 
typed signatures or duplicated or fac-
simile versions of manual signatures. 
Where typed, duplicated or facsimile 
signatures are used, each signatory to 
the filing shall manually sign a signa-
ture page or other document authen-
ticating, acknowledging or otherwise 
adopting his or her signature that ap-
pears in the filing. Such document 
shall be executed before or at the time 
the filing is made and shall be retained 
by the filer for a period of five years. 
Upon request, the filer shall furnish to 
the Commission or its staff a copy of 
any or all documents retained pursuant 
to this section. 

[47 FR 11465, Mar. 16, 1982, as amended at 60 
FR 26622, May 17, 1995; 61 FR 30403, June 14, 
1996]

§ 240.12b–12 Requirements as to paper, 
printing and language. 

(a) Statements and reports shall be 
filed on good quality, unglazed white 
paper, no larger than 81⁄2 x 11 inches in 
size, insofar as practicable. To the ex-
tent that the reduction of larger docu-
ments would render them illegible, 
such documents may be filed on paper 
larger than 81⁄2 x 11 inches in size. 

(b) The statement or report and, in-
sofar as practicable, all papers and doc-
uments filed as a part thereof, shall be 
printed, lithographed, mimeographed, 
or typewritten. However, the state-
ment or report or any portion thereof 
may be prepared by any similar process 
which, in the opinion of the Commis-
sion, produces copies suitable for a per-
manent record and microfilming. Irre-
spective of the process used, all copies 
of any such material shall be clear, 
easily readable and suitable for re-
peated photocopying. Debits in credit 
categories and credits in debit cat-
egories shall be designated so as to be 
clearly distinguishable as such on pho-
tocopies. 

(c) The body of all printed state-
ments and reports and all notes to fi-
nancial statements and other tabular 
data included therein shall be in roman 
type at least as large and as legible as 
10-point modern type. However, to the 
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